CHAPTER VI
THE DANBY ADMINISTRATION
(1673-1674)
TFX)R some time King Charles proceeded on the lines
JL of the Secret Treaty of Dover. He had issued his
Declaration of Indulgence, which in the name of tolera-
tion gave to Catholics the freedom they were denying to
Protestants in every country where they were in the ascen-
dant. But the French subsidies, though quite convenient
for paying a peace-time navy, were utterly inadequate to
maintain a costly war. The expenses of the two great sea
battles, Sole Bay and the Texel, and the repair of the fleet were
enormous. Even the contingent of six thousand men in France
was a heavy charge. The King was forced to repudiate the
interest upon his loans from the goldsmiths and the bankers in
the celebrated " Stop of the Exchequer/* Parliament had been
prorogued for fifteen months: it must now be called together.
Accordingly in February 1673 the once enthusiastic
Cavalier Parliament reassembled in a mood of pent-up pas-
sion. We have invaluable reports of their debates in the
records kept by Mr Grey, the Member for Derby. The
Commons demanded the immediate withdrawal of the
Declaration of Indulgence as a precedent condition of all
supply. They did not at this stage attack the Dutch war.
Indeed, Shaftesbury's Ministerial fulmination against
Holland, Deknda est Carthago, received silent approval.
They do not seem to have been moved by the heroic spectacle
of Protestant resistance to Louis. The war at sea against so
dangerous a naval rival as Holland aroused their partisanship.
It was the pro-Catholic inclination of the Crown which
excited their wrath, Louis XIV, on the other hand, was
more interested in victory over the Dutch than in the
fortunes of the English Catholics. His Ambassador was
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